Mustafa Oner 


March 20, 2018 


150618030 Week 7 

ELT 310 School Experience 
Inst .Merve Yildiz 


REFLECTION ON WEEK 7 

It is 21 st century on the calendar, or in our pockets with the technological equipments we 
carry. However, it is still medieval in the corridors of the schools with the teacher yelling to the 
students and almost Stone Age with the technology that is used. Moreover, it is like the time 
when the religious authorities were oppressing scientists like Galileo and executing him for the 
truth he revealed about the shape of the world, as the teachers are oppressing the students in the 
classroom and not letting them think freely. As long as the teachers are proponents of the flat 
earth theory, more Galileo’s will be executed. This could be the summary of my observations. 

I might sound cruel considering positive comments that I made in my previous reflections 
but in those ones, I was commenting under the shadow of the things that was oppressed upon me 
by the same ideology which produce these teachers and this education system. Sometimes we 
should just stop learning, and start thinking. Even though my university claims that they are 
modern and trying to let us think freely, they are oppressing us to do what they believe is true 
which are not true or applicable in real life situation. Smallest example can be about the lesson 
plans they force us to do. They make us create utopic lesson plans, tasks, and activities which can 
no way be applied in schools. 

First of all, I want to touch upon the things about teachers. Teaching started with 
religions. Prophets or messengers were the first teachers that humankind has seen. Thinking of 
the vast majority of people their word reached and inspired throughout the ages, they must be not 
just holy in sense of trying to spread the message of god but the essence of the wisdom and 
kindness. Imagine a person who gathers a group of people and tries to teach them something that 
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they have never heard about which is so strange to them and also which is totally against all the 
fundamentals of their belief. That is where the teacher stood before. Now let’s think about what 
kind of pedagogical implementations they had used, what kind of language, or technology or 
anything to impress those nonbelievers and to change their mind, to teach them the truth also the 
science, the moral, the rules, the disciplines and so on. On the other side, here is the teacher of the 
21 st century. When teaching is the subject, the situation of the first teachers and nowadays’ 
teachers are not so different. However, nowadays teachers come to school with a face that forgot 
what a smile is, with a scream that echoes from the edges of the unforgiving cliff, with a tongue 
that is sharper than the sword. These people are trying to shape the future of a country. 

When we look at the teachers from the knowledge point of view, we can consider them 
eligible for the job because they have passed certain exams, they have fulfilled years of 
educations that were acquired, and they have the knowledge of their area of discipline. What is 
missing then if it is not the knowledge? I think the capacity of being able to think. The system is 
teaching them how to learn, but not teaching them how to think. Thus, they are creating new mini 
teachers as the system created them. At the end, students are suffering in the medieval schools in 
the 21 st century. The problem lies with the education they took. As you can understand from my 
claims about my university. 

Now I might get criticized because of the points that I made about technological 
equipment since there are “very” smart boards in the classrooms. There might be signs of 
technology but there are Stone Age ideas behind the switch of those technologies. The techniques 
the teachers are using are mere repetition of old school techniques they are proven to be 
insufficient, ineffective. The technology that is present in the classrooms made teachers just a 
humanoid who presses buttons. Before, the teachers were at least writing something on the board, 
putting some effort, or getting chalk dust on their apron. Technology should be a third arm of the 
teacher, it should not leave the teacher without legs and chain them to their tables. 

21 st century should not be just a number on the calendar. It should be inside our school 
yards, in our classrooms and more importantly, in the heart, in the brain, and in the thoughts of 
our teachers. Change is not needed elsewhere but in the moral of teachers, ideology and belief. 
To be able to create better future goes through the visions of free thinkers and through the 
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teachers who bring up those free thinkers. World created upon teachers, only teachers can bring 
the light, and only what teachers created can bring the darkness. 



